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It must be admitted that the method employed for the verification of this 
thesis, is not absolutely safe. Wherever an eccentricity in a man of genius is found, 
it is accredited to psychosis, even though the genius in question be upon the whole 
more normal than the average "normal" man; as, for instance, Goethe. If the 
same method were applied to all men, would not normality be the exception and 
abnormality the rule ? finpK. 

Das Bewusstsein und sein Object. By Dr. Joh. Wolff, Professor of Philosophy 

at the University of Freiburg (Switzerland). Berlin : Mayer & Miiller. 

This is a huge closely printed volume of six hundred and twenty pages. It is 
the enlargement and development of a treatise offered several years ago to the fac- 
ulty of the University of Bonn, upon application by Dr. Wolff for a University in- 
structorship, and contains the results of the author's thoughts and researches since 
that time upon the subject there dealt with. 

Among many valuable isolated speculations and suggestions, we find funda- 
mental theses with which it is impossible for us to agree. Thus, Dr. Wolff says that 
when he speaks of soul he means ' a substance, a substratum, a vehicle, a cause of 
psychical phenomena, and not a phenomenon or sum of phenomena ' ; and he says 
it is no more a pre-judgment or prejudice on his part to begin with this thesis than 
it is on the part of those who hold a different view to begin with the opposed one, — 
in fact less so, since he starts from the notion which all men hold in common, 
while the others do not. 

Does the mathematician, in propounding a new method, or a physicist in ex- 
plaining an unsolved problem, proceed from the mathematical and physical notions 
all men hold in common ? And if the soul is made an object of scientific research, 
why should an exception be made of it ? It is not so much what we begin with as 
what we end with, and it is perhaps superfluous to say that Dr. Wolff has ended 
where he began — with the simplicity, the substantiality, the unity, and the per- 
manency of the ego. fmpK. 



